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Barcelona, 15 November 2007





Dear friend,





This is to officially inform you, as IFSSH Delegate of your National Hand Society, that the Council of FESSH and the Delegates’ Meeting of FESSH has made an important decision at the FESSH 2007 Congress in Athens, regarding the European Diploma Examination organised on a yearly basis since 1996. 





The European Diploma Examination has been organised every year since 1996 with an average of 30-60 interested candidates. The Examination Committee is responsible for the selection of those candidates who meet the requirements established by FESSH to be a potential examinee. The number of candidates admitted to the exam is approximaly 15-20 each year. The European Diploma Examination is held during the annual FESSH Congress. The examination starts with a written MCQ test and those passing the test can proceed with two 45-minute oral examinations. The Best Examinee receives a medal and their photo is published in the Journal of Hand Surgery (European volume). 





Examination is conducted by 10-20 acknowledged hand surgeons from FESSH member countries on a voluntary basis. There was a possibility to take this examination using the five major European languages formerly, but for two years now it can only be taken in English. However, the Examination Committee guarantees that at least one of the teachers speaks the language of each candidate.





So far, the European Diploma Examination was available only for surgeons of a FESSH member country. Due to its widely recognised high standard there is an ever growing demand from surgeons not being FESSH members, from Asia, North and South America. According to FESSH by-laws these applications had to be rejected. The Council of FESSH, however, recently decided to modify accordingly the by-laws of the examination and participation at the European Diploma Examination will be open for every hand surgeon being a member of a Society for Surgery of the Hand in a country that is member of IFSSH. Should a member of your Society be interested in taking the FESSH examination, aside from obtaining your approval, he or she should contact Dr. Szabó to get further information.





We strongly believe that our decision proves our intention to have a closer relationship between FESSH and other brother societies and we hope that similar little steps will contribute to a successful cooperation in the future in favour of hand surgery.





Yours sincerely,











�                        �





Marc Garcia-Elias                               Zsolt Szabó


Secretary of FESSH                           Chairman of the Examination Committee








